
  
 

Assembly… Plus! 
 

This pack is aimed at encouraging Year Six students to consider assembly themes in more depth.  You can of course 
adapt the ideas below for any year group.  We hope they will get your class thinking and talking about the topic. 

All of our resources are available to download at: www.splashschools.org.uk/resources  

 

Lesson objective: to consider the Queen’s life of service and how we can serve others. 
 

Introduction: In the assembly, the puppet was surprised to find out that the Queen is still working at the age of 96! 
Then we had a true/false quiz about her.  You can access these again at 

www.splashschools.org.uk/resources 
Discuss: What new things did you learn about the Queen today?  Have you ever considered how she 
serves others or did you think she sat around all day with servants waiting on her? 

Main:  In the video we used in assembly, we are told “At the 
beginning of World War Two, 13-year-old Elizabeth 
handed her father (King George VI) a Christian 
poem.”  You can watch the video again at 

www.splashschools.org.uk/resources 
The poem referred to is written by British poet 
Minnie Louise Haskins and is called God Knows, 
published in 1908 (see resource sheet).  Read the 
poem together and talk about what it means. 
Focus on the first paragraph.  Why do you think 
Queen Elizabeth gave this to her father when World 
War Two was starting?  What was she trying to say 
to him? 
King George VI used some of this poem in his 
Christmas speech in 1939.  You can hear it here: 
https://youtu.be/oBtix3-C1hQ  
Do you think this was comforting for people in 1939? 

In assembly we used the parable (story) Jesus 
told, called The Good Samaritan. 
Retell the story to a partner.  What are the key 
points to remember?  (For the Bible story and our 
version from assembly, see resource sheets.) 
When Jesus told this story, he used examples that 
the people understood.  They all knew the road in 
his story and they knew robbers often attacked 
people there.  They all knew the priests and 
Levites – the people in their town who always tell 
others to do the right thing.  They all knew about 
Samaritans, whom nobody liked.  What would this 
story be like if it were retold in modern day?  Who 
might be the people that we would expect to 
help, that might pass by on the other side of the 
road in the story?  Children could write a modern 
retelling of the Good Samaritan, as a story or as a 
script to act out with a group. 

In assembly, we sang the chorus of the song “Rise Up 
and Serve”, which has been written specially for the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  You can find resources 
and more about this song at 
https://www.theplatinumjubilee.com/sing/ 
You could work on the song with your class – 
perhaps learn it and sing it, create a performance for 
assembly or use instruments to join in and create an 
accompaniment.   
Alternatively, you could look at the lyrics together as 
a class and write extra verses including new 
information you have recently learned about how 
the Queen serves others. 

The Queen has a kingdom, but Christians are also 
living in the Kingdom of God.  In the Lord’s Prayer 
we say “Your kingdom come”.  Have you ever 
thought about what these things might mean? 
Jesus talked about the kingdom of God using 
parables (see resource sheet).  Read and discuss 
these together – what do you understand by this? 
God’s Kingdom means having God rule over us 
and doing what he says – to love Him and other 
people.  What would it be like if everyone in the 
world was doing that every day?  Give the 
children some time to discuss this or some quiet 
time to think and pray. 

Plenary:  We have been learning about how the Queen serves others.  In assembly we also thought about how 
Jesus served others – you may wish to remind children of the part of the Easter story when Jesus washes 
his disciples’ feet – we have also acted this out in previous assemblies.  What was Jesus showing his 
disciples with this action? 
Discuss some ways that children can serve – at home, at school and in the community.  They could write a 
target to achieve during the week or as a class, come up with a way to serve others in school, perhaps 
litter picking or supporting younger children at playtime, creating a buddy system to help with play or 
reading, or sneaking round school doing random acts like tidying another class cloakroom. 
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