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The Year of 2021 
We began 2021 with hope and expectation that it would be better year than 2020 for us all.  As 

always, God knows the plans he has for us and it has been a great year, although not the one we 

thought we would have! 

For the last few years Splash have been based on Church Farm in Ashington thanks to the 

amazing generosity of John and Jackie Lower.  They have provided office space, a fantastic out-

door environment to run events and such great encouragement to the team as we carry out our 

work. We are so grateful for all the support they have given us over the years but felt the time 

was upon us to move on.  We were very delighted to be offered a space to work at Dalesdown 

and are grateful for the opportunity to work more closely with them and with FFT. Splash and 

Dalesdown have worked together on a number of projects over the years and we are thankful 

that they are welcoming us into their home.   

God continues to supply our needs although the financial challenges have increased as a result 

of both Covid and other changes.  We continue to pray for all that we need to continue our work 

with schools and to enable us to develop our work with churches in local communities.  As we 

head into 2022, we are seeking additional funding to allow us to keep visiting our partner schools 

and enable us to grow in our offering to schools and churches.  As we continue to sow seeds 

wherever we are welcomed, we thank all our volunteers and supporters for giving willingly of their 

time and talents to enable us to do all we do.  We praise God that he continues to open doors to 

us with new opportunities and new relationships and we ask that you continue to pray for our 

team and trustees. 

“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously 

will also reap generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to 

give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless 

you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every 

good work “ 2 Corinthians 9 v 6-8 

As always, there are many who have supported us this year and we especially want to give our 

thanks to John Lower, to Donorfy and to FFT for their continued support, without which we could 

not do what we do. We would also like to thank the Debar Trust and the local churches who con-

tinue to support us both financially and in prayer and action.  

Psalm 78 

“We will not hide these truths from our children; we will tell the 
next generation about the glorious deeds of the Lord, about his 
power and his mighty wonders.... so the next generation might 
know them—even the children not yet born—and they in turn will 
teach their own children.  So each generation should set its hope 
anew on God..” 



Assemblies 
Despite the challenges of not being allowed in 

schools, we were still able to produce  

assemblies for every half term throughout 

2021. This is even more than usual, as most 

schools can’t fit us in twice over the summer, 

but via the power of video we were able to 

send two assemblies for the summer term as 

well. 

Many schools watched the assemblies in their 

classrooms and sent the links home for those 

who were homeschooling, so entire families 

were touched by these video presentations. 

Spring Term 

The words we choose can really make a difference to someone… In our first assembly of 2021, 

we introduced a “TNK test” to help children evaluate their words.  Is it True (T), is it Necessary 

(N), is it Kind (K)?  We managed to film this assembly together before the winter lockdowns. 

Our second Spring assembly was filmed entirely on Zoom!  This was a challenge for us but we 

were delighted to still find a way to produce an assembly for our schools.  We decided to focus 

on the theme of Hope to bring encouragement at a time when children were facing so much un-

certainty.  We told the Easter story by interviewing Thomas, who was feeling hopeless and Mary, 

who was feeling hopeful.  Jo wrote a song to help everyone remember: “We have a hope that 

good things are still to come”. 

Summer Term 

We had time to create two assemblies for the Summer term, one about laughter and joy, and the 

other about change.  In our laughter assembly, we were delighted to include footage from one of 

our schools, playing the “sausages” game, which had us all in fits of giggles! 

We wanted to look at the theme of change in our final assembly of the academic year, knowing 

that children had faced many changes already and restrictions were still changing regularly.  

Many were also heading to new schools and new teachers, so we looked at the story of Jesus 

calling his disciples and explored what it feels like when life changes, and how to cope. 

Autumn Term 

Our first assembly on return in September was about sowing seeds of love, linked to the five love 

languages and various stories of Jesus showing love to others. 

In the second half of the Autumn Term, we managed to take some bookings for live assemblies!  

We also filmed a version of the Christmas assembly for those schools who weren’t yet taking visi-

tors and others who had to cancel at the last minute because covid cases were high.  Our Christ-

mas assembly featured Elsie/Engelbert the Elf on a mission from Santa to find out about attitudes 

of giving and receiving, and the elf was very surprised at the end of the assembly to discover the 

greatest gift of all - God’s son Jesus!  

We have faced a number of challenges this year but we continue to thank God for all the bless-

ings and gifts we have as a team.  The schools continue to be incredibly thankful for our Splash 

input on video and in person.  Thank you for your ongoing prayer and support for us. 

 



IT’S YOUR MOVE TRANSITION WORKSHOPS 

 

This year we ventured into a new area - running  

transition workshops for Year 6 students to help  

prepare them for secondary school.  Using the  

resource “It’s Your Move” from Scripture Union, Jo  

designed a half-day workshop to help Year 6 consider 

how they were feeling about moving to a new school, 

take time to discuss worries and talk about these  

emotions, and think about how God can be with them 

during this change in their lives. 

Jo and Nick thoroughly enjoyed delivering workshops 

for Shipley Primary School, St James C of E Primary 

School in Coldwaltham and Ashington Primary School.  

Other schools couldn’t book this year but are keen to take part in 2022.  

Transition Workshops 

SULLINGTON FLOWER FESTIVAL 

Splash spent a sunny weekend in the beautiful setting of Sullington, providing activities for  

visiting children at the Flower Festival.  We decorated biscuits, built jenga towers and marble 

runs, and had some great conversations with the many families who popped in to say hello!  It is 

always lovely to be able to support our supporters in their community events.  

CHURCH WEEKEND 

We ended our summer with a weekend of children's activities at Dalesdown for one of our local 

churches.  We had a lovely time learning about God's plan for families and all about the family of 

God.  We made crayons to represent the many people who make up the family of God, we 

learned how to work as a team and we played lots of games!  The older children even traced the 

lineage of Jesus back to Adam! 

LIVE NATIVITY 

An exciting end to 2021 - we supported one of our local churches 

in putting on a live nativity, complete with costumes, sheep and 

Shetland ponies (apparently most local donkeys are badly  

behaved and can’t be trusted with children!).  Some wonderful 

conversations happened with local people and it was a lovely way 

to end the year. 

 

Our heart is to serve and support churches in our locality in their 

work with families, children and young people. We continue to  

support our local churches and it is always a pleasure to attend 

activities to provide drama, puppets, song and craft, to serve those 

who serve their communities.  

Churches and Communities 



HIGH JINX HOLIDAY CLUB 

We were transported to medieval England in Pulborough this 

summer, joining Lady Millicent of Pulborough and Sir  

Lose-a-lot as they learn what it takes to be a knight!  Over 60 

children and 20 young people were welcomed for a week of 

fun and games while learning all about the armour of God 

and the heroes that can be found in the bible.  The weather 

was great and we enjoyed wide games, songs and music 

workshops, art and craft as well as everyone's favourite  

water games! 

Our holiday clubs are always a fantastic opportunity to chat with children and families and build 

relationships within our communities.  It was a lovely week with so many great conversations and 

opportunities to share our faith with others. 

We are only able to run holiday club thanks to the many volunteers who come forward to help 

and we love the way that our volunteers come from many different areas and walks of life.  From 

preparing craft to supervising lunch time, everyone plays a part in making the week such a  

success! 

A big thank you to all those who supported us, whether through prayer or by volunteering.  We 

could not do it without you.  

Holiday Clubs 

PETWORTH KIDS CLUB 

Lois was very pleased to once again be back in Petworth this summer and to be working as 
part of the team bringing Kids Club to the children of Petworth and beyond after Covid had  
prevented it from happening in 2020.   Although there were limitations on numbers of children 
who could attend and some changes to the programme due to the covid restrictions, it was a 
fantastic week. After many, many years with Annie Sneller at the helm and with her feeling that 
it was the right time to pass the baton on, Emma Sneller (of Splash fame) took hold of the reins 
and ran with it, despite the restrictions and change that was necessary. Emma coordinated a 
fabulous team of volunteers and young leaders, many new to Kids Club, and the week was a 
tremendous success.  Running with the theme of Creation and Science, “The Creation Lab” 

saw children exploring the Biblical creation story and 
also having loads of fun conducting scientific  
experiments under the watchful eye of Professor 
Schmitz!” Lois and Danny Bianchi led the week from 
the front, singing, dancing, dishing out forfeits, playing 
Pie Face, overseeing Chopstick Challenges, and  
helping children to learn scripture verses (we heartily 
recommend using Haribo sweets as it really does en-
courage learning!).  After missing Kids Club in 2020, 
the young leaders were very pleased to be back too, 
and they were an incredible group of teenagers; willing, 
engaging, helpful, friendly and reliable. All in all, it was 
a wonderful week.  And it ended with Lois overhearing 
Emma say “so next year we’ll…..” That was very good 
to hear.  Hallelujah! 



Splash Team 
 

The Splash team has had a great year and we continue 

with Michelle heading up the team, which includes Lois, 

Julia, Jo and Nick. 

We continue to be very grateful to Iain Taylor for his time, 

effort and the wisdom he shares with us in his service as 

our treasurer!  

Board of Trustees 

Our current trustee board is: 

More information about our trustees can be found on our website.  

Dan Jenkins (Chair) 

Michelle Leach 

Sally Richardson 

Ben Sheldon 

Sara-Jane Stevens 

Dani Taylor 
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